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Information on requirements for television aerials and satellite dishes 

Before installing a tv aerial or satellite dish, it is advised to check if any approvals are necessary. In 
some instances, it is necessary to obtain a development approval and/or a building permit before 
starting works.  

This information sheet has been prepared to assist in understanding the process and criteria.  

 

Explanation of key terms 

Residential Design Codes 

 
The Residential Design Codes (R-Codes) are a set of guidelines and regulations used in Western 

Australia to control residential development. 

There are two types of approvals you may require, which is explained in the following sections.  

Development Approval  

 
A Development Approval (Planning Approval) is an approval permitting the usage or development of 
a particular piece of land. 

Development may include construction of a house, shed, undertaking a home business, or a change 
to the use of an existing building. 

A development approval is separate to a building permit and in many instances, both a development 
approval and a building permit are required prior to the commencement of development. 

Building Permit 

 
A Building Permit is required to ensure that all works comply with the National Construction Code 

(NCC), which includes the Building Code of Australia (volumes one and two).   

The purpose of a building permit is to ensure that any structure is appropriately designed and 
installed. 

 

Step 1 – Do I need Development Approval? 

The R-Codes provide details on the standards that will apply for TV aerials and satellite dishes.  

Please see below an extract from the R-Codes.  

 



Information Sheet 2 
 

 

To help understanding how to read the R-Codes requirements, the following is provided.  

If your proposal satisfies the Deemed to Comply criteria (see C4.1 to C4.5 above), it will not be 
necessary to apply for a development approval from the Shire.  However, you may require a building 

permit.  Please see criteria in Step 2 below. 

If your proposal will not satisfy the Deemed to Comply criteria, it will be necessary to apply for a 

Development Approval from the Shire and show how the proposal will satisfy the Design Principles 

(see P4.1 above) before starting works on the site. 

For information on how to apply please see attached a link to the Shire’s website.  

Application_for_Development_Approval.pdf 

 

Step 2 – Do I need a Building Permit? 

The Building Code of Australia requires a building permit for a TV aerial, satellite dish or similar when 

it is: 

• attached to a building and it is over 2m in height above the highest point above where it is fixed 
to the building; or 

• not attached to a building and is greater than 3m in height.   
 

Should you have further questions, please feel free to contact the Shire on 9727 0222 to arrange an 
appointment with a Duty Planning officer or ask to talk to the Shire’s Building Team regarding the 

potential need for a building permit. 
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